


By Corporal Chris Cubitt
The inaugural Ohakea 3 hour 

Mountain Bike Relay was held in 
stunning conditions on Wednesday  
8 August. 

An undulating 2.2km course was set 
in the Santoft Forest.  

Seventy Ohakea personnel headed 
for Santoft for 1245 start. 

There  were 16 x four person 
teams, 1  x  two person team and 5 
individuals vying for the top prizes and 
the associated glory. 

Fastest laps of the day came from AC 
Ryan Marshall, CPL Cam Pengelly, CPL 
Kane Thornburrow and SGT Nathan 
Trusler.

Fastest females on the day were CPL 
Kelley Waite and AC Rose Teasdale.

There were plenty of sore muscles, 
muddy clothes and broken bikes but 
all were outdone by big smiles. 

The MT team was the most prolific 
‘breakers of bikes’ with LAC Franky 
Richards destroying chains and frames 
at will. 

The Armourers continued their good 
teamwork to have the best pit lane 

changes which kept them close to the 
front throughout the race. 

CAPT Jane Webb was dressed for 
speed and success in her Airforce AC’s 
uniform and led her team to the fastest 
team with two or more females.

The most hotly contested prize of the 
day was for ‘Dick of the day’. 

It looked like FLT Lee Bradford had 
it in the bag after going missing for 
40 minutes – being the only person to 
challenge the PTIs pre race briefing of 
“It is impossible to get lost”. 

CPL Jade Morgan and SGT Gav 
Kotua took the pressure off him when  
Jade broke the tap off the hot soup 
leaving it to pour everywhere…..
But quick thinking Gav grabbed the 
container pulled it backwards to stop 
this, only for the lid to come off and 
Gav to be left with all of the soup over 
him. A medic was on hand to tend to 
his burns.

The PTIs were relieved when AC Adam 
Turnbull came into pit lane, crossed his 
bike up and did a spectacular dismount 
in front of everyone to take the overall 
Dick of the Day award.

The Results: 
Individuals
1st – Mr Mike Gildea - 19 laps
2nd –  CPL Dale Ellington - 17 laps
3rd – FLT LTPaul Carlson - 15 laps
4th – SQN LDR Sean Perrett - 13 laps
5th – F/S Baz Bennett - 12 laps
Two person teams
1st – CPL Kelley Waite/ F/S Scott Ellery 
	 (Team JAM) - 17 laps
Four person teams
1st - 3 Squadron (The Huckers) 23 laps 
2nd - DAC (Team Transformers) 23 laps
3rd - Avionics (Wild Oscar) 22 laps
4th - DAC (Team ‘Whos Gav Hey”) 21 laps
5th - Armourers (O.T.G) 20 laps
6th - Avionics (Bone Crusher) 20 laps
7th - GSE (Team Dominatrix) 19 laps
8th - MT (Penny) 18 laps
9th - Supply (Castle Parcels) 18 laps
10th - MSS (H.O.M.C) 18 laps
11th - Medical (Army Wannabees) 18 laps
12th - S & S (Whatever floats your boat) 17 laps
13th - Supply (Dream team) 17 laps
14th - ASY (The Widow Makers) 15 laps
15th - Comms/Photo (W.M.I.A.G) 14 laps

Muscles, 
muddy 

clothes  
and broken 

bikes

Left:  F/S Baz Bennett - 5th in the Individual, 
enjoyed getting off his bike after 3 hours on the 
seat. 
Top left:  High 5’s all round for the Armourers 
in the pitt lane.
Top right: Armourer’s ‘POWERHOUSE’ LAC 
Josh jellyman, eats up the track.
Below left: AC Andrew Sunde shows the 
muscle which saw Avionics come home 3rd.
Below right: CPL Kelley Waite takes the tag 
from team mate F/S Scott Ellery representing CIS.

AFN85 SEPTEMBER 07 www.airforce.mil.nz

OH
 07

-0
54

1-
36

OH
 07

-0
54

1-
50

OH
 07

-0
54

1-
09

OH
 07

-0
54

1-
14

First MTB meet a stunner!
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Changes have taken place in the world 
of welfare facilitation recently.

New to Ohakea is Toni Nicholson and 
Woodbourne welcomes Tricia Hook.

Toni Nicholson was brought up in the 
Manawatu and is currently settled on a 
lifestyle block in Awahuri.  She is married 
with three wonderful children – all who are 
managing to negotiate the teenage years 
with good communication and senses of 
humour.  

Her career to date includes working 
for the St John Ambulance Service as an 
emergency medical dispatcher and as 
a volunteer road officer.  Toni has also 
worked for the former Social Welfare 
Department. 

She believes having a degree in 
psychology and a strong network of social 

service agencies to call upon, together with 
practical medical experience, gives her 
the professional skills to deal with a wide 
range of issues affecting military personnel 
and their families. 

Toni has been in the Welfare Facilitator 
role since May and feels she is fortunate in 
the working environment at Base Ohakea 
where staff are positive. She has had great 
support from the management team with 
implementing new initiatives.

Base Woodbourne’s Tricia Hook is 
married with three adult children and six 
grandchildren. Having a husband who 
served in the RNZAF for 21 years, Tricia 
said this has given her some understanding 
about being married to the Air Force.

Tricia has worked as a maternity nurse, 
a Life Skills Tutor, and has a Certificate in 

Adult Teaching.  She has experience in 
integrating people with disability into the 
community and supported employment. 

Prior to taking on this position she was 
the Early Childhood Coordinator for 
Marlborough’s REAP (Rural Education 
Activities Programme) working with parents 
and families.   Tricia is a qualified 
aromatherapist, massage therapist and 
reflexologist and has run a complementary 
therapies business.

Tricia has been in the Welfare Facilitator 
role since April and has found working 
within the RNZAF community really 
enjoyable.  Tricia takes over from Leonie 
Bloxham who is on extended leave.  

Judy Byers remains at Air Staff, Wellington 
and Donna Bosson in Auckland.

New welfare facilitators 
bring much to Air Force

Top Brass 
Winner
When it comes to being top brass, the RNZAF has a 
winner!
Base Woodbourne’s Base Warrant Officer, W/O Ron Abelson won the Drum 
Major championship at the National Brass Band Championships held in Auckland 
recently.

Against tough competition from more than 30 civilian bands, including three from Australia, 
W/O Abelson took out New Zealand’s new Drum Major National Champion.

He was playing as a member of his local brass band, the Marlborough District Brass 
Band.  As well as playing the drums, W/O Abelson also plays the euphonium.

The event is to be held mid 2008.  

The organisers would like to hear from past cadets from 1958 to the present day The unit also used to be 
known as No. 4 (Papakura) Squadron. Any past cadets please contact Murray Kidd, Squadron Leader.

His email is:   4sqn@airtrainingcorps.org.nz Or by post:    PO Box 72-185, Papakura, Auckland.

No 4 Squadron (Ardmore)50TH Jubilee
No.4 (Ardmore) SquadroN of the Air Training Corps is planning its 
50th Jubilee celebrations.

 From Left:  Tricia Hook, Woodbourne; Donna Bosson, Auckland; Judy Byers, Air Staff, Wellington; Toni Nicholson, Ohakea.
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FAREWELLS 
BASE OHAKEA
CPL T.M. DALY
Enlist: 28-09-99
Terminate: 29-10-07
DCM

AC M.K. TANTRUM
Enlist: 17-01-06
Terminate: 25-09-07
CIS OH

SGT B.J. FARRANT
Enlist: 15-04-97
Terminate: 29-07-07
OHAKEA

BASE WELLINGTON
SQNDR H.M. PEART
Enlist: 10-01-95
Terminate: 07-10-07  

CORRECTION
In our August issue we mistakenly attributed the Ready to Rumble article about the 
JRTC to FGOFF Randerson. The article was actually written by FLTLT Richard Beetham. 

Gerald Burton, who Air Force 
News recently interviewed for 
our Band of Brothers article 
(issue 83, July 2007) has 
died. The funeral was held 
on 28 August in Nelson and 
his body was brought up to 
Stratford for burial. 

Gerald Burton was born in 1917 at 
Wanganui. At the outbreak of war he and 
older brother Jack were determined to 
join the RNZAF. But having no secondary 
education they were turned down for 
pilot training. Their interviewers were, 

however, so impressed by the brother’s 
determination and enthusiasm they 
reversed their decision. They not only 
passed their exams but came top of their 
group and became SGT Pilots. Gerald 
served with No.30 Squadron in the Pacific 
and was promoted to FLTLT by the end of 
the war. Gerald’s brother jack was killed 
covering US landings in the Solomon 
Islands.

Gerald represented the Air Force at 
several overseas reunions, most notably 
at the Admiral Nimitz memorial park in 
Texas, USA.

FAREWELL TO A DEDICATED FIGHTER
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THE AIR FORCE PROMS – 
Sunday 19 August 07

They say “variety is the spice of life”.  
Well there was plenty of variety at the Air 
Force Proms concert played to a capacity 
audience at the Michael Fowler Centre in 
Wellington. 

Compered this year by John McGough, 
a well known figure in the entertainment 
industry, the concert got off to a rousing 
start featuring the Central Band of the 
Royal New Zealand Air Force who are 
renowned for its versatility in presenting a 
wide variety of musical pieces.  This was 
no exception, beginning with  “Those 
Magnificent Men in their Flying Machines: 

- very fitting for the 70th Anniversary of 
the RNZAF –through “El Camino Real”, 
“Amazing Grace”  beautifully led by Piper-
Sergeant Murray Mansfield, and followed 
by an amazing arrangement of four 
dances from “West Side Story”.   Sergeant 
Clyde Dixon on the trumpet then had the 
audience clapping wildly at his rendition 
of the “Old Rugged Cross” supported by 
other solo band members.

The lights were dimmed and Bella Kalolo 
led the Te Awhiorangi Air Force Maori 
Cultural Group in the haunting “Tarakihi”.  
Time for a change of pace again – bring 

on the grand piano, and the first half of the 
concert concluded with Catherine McKay 
and the band playing George Gershwin’s 
“Rhapsody in Blue”, ending with a couple 
of well-deserved encores. 

The stage presence for the second half 
of the concert swelled to over a hundred 
musicians comprising the Massed Band 
of the Royal New Zealand Air Force with 
some additional support from musicians 
from colleges in the Wellington region.  
Their opening number was accompanied 
by video sequences of “thumping” Iroquois 
and a montage of the Air Force at work. 
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Dot Lepine

Left: The band entertains at the Air Force Proms.  Top:  Catherine McKay concentrates on her piano piece.  Below: Bella Kalolo leads the Te Awhiorangi Air Force 
Maori Cultural Group.
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The Massed Bands also played a variety 
of music including compulsory Proms 
fare: Pomp and Circumstance March 
No. 1 and Fantasia on British Sea Songs.  
Soprano Jennifer Little led the audience in 
“Rule Britannia” and, of course, “Land of 
Hope and Glory” with the words supplied 
on both the programme and the big 
screen – so no excuse for not joining in.  
Those too shy to burst forth in song could 
develop their “interactivity” by joining 
the younger audience with their whistles 
at the appropriate times during the Sea 
Songs item. 

During the “Colonel Bogey March”, 
Flight Lieutenant Owen Clarke, the 
Director of Music and hard-working 

conductor, was upstaged by three young 
volunteers from the audience who took 
turns at conducting the massed bands.  
One aspiring young man added his own 
style to conducting by way of a very cool 
“bottom and leg” movement which had 
the audience laughing and clapping in 
appreciation.   

The Beating of the Retreat Ceremony, 
featuring the Drum Corps of the Central 
Band, was preceded by the pipes again, 
Murray and NZ Police Pipe Band members  
playing the wonderful “Highland Cathedral” 
which never fails to bring goosebumps and 
a well of emotion (especially to those with 
Scottish blood!).

Bella and the Maori Cultural Group 

returned to lead the audience in “Now is 
the Hour”.  The Massed Bands performed 
a rousing Finale which included the Drum 
Corps, dressed like The Village People, 
performing the perennial favourite 
“YMCA”.  Streamers were thrown, 
balloons cascaded and the audience 
responded with enthusiastic applause.   

You like to be entertained. You enjoy 
variety. You leave feeling good. Then 
the Air Force Proms could be just what 
you need.  FLTLT Clarke creates a great 
programme every year enjoyed by all 
judging by the wide variety of ages in the 
audience this year.
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Left: Conductor FLTLT Owen Clarke is upstaged by young members of the audience conducting the Band.  Top:  Sergeant Clyde Dickson in fine form on trumpet.  
Below: Soprano Jennifer Little and FLTLT Owen Clarke salute each other during the Proms fare.
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It was a busy week in early August for the Navy’s newest addition to its fleet – the HMNZS 
Canterbury. Its main focus was conducting helicopter interface trials. While the ship is capable of supporting a range 
of different helicopters the two that will primarily embark (until the arrival of the NH090 in 2010 t Navy’s own SH2G Super 
sprite and the Rizal’s UH1H (Iroquois/Huey) were the main focus.

The successful trials basically involved the Canterbury embarking a  Seasprtite on Wednesdays  a Huey on Thursdays and their movement 
around the ship’s storage and maintenance hangards. Canterbury’s Flight Commander LT CDR Wayne Theobald said: ‘It’s impressive that 
in such a short space we have provern such a goof level of interoperability.’

Concurrent to the interface trials was the introduction of the Remote Aicrraft Mover (RAM).  The RAM is used to manoeuvre the helicopter 
without the traditional requirement of winching wires.
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