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TOP PERFORMANC

ABOVE: Packing down against Bunnythorpe.
RIGHT: LAC Sammy Hutton on the rampage.

BELOW: LAC Matt Lopdell in full flight.

OHAKEA RUGBY 2007 CLUB SEASON

CPL DEANE WILSON, CAPTAIN

This is the first year Ohakea has had
a rugby team in the local competition
since the 80’s. We were playing under
the Te Kawau umbrella and as such were
called Te Kawau — Ohakea in the local
competition. Strong interest on Base
resulted in our numbers growing to about
30 players, despite the loss of a few players
to Timor. A great deal of thanks must go
to SGT Scotty Hunter for encouraging Base
support, coupled with his role as coach
and motivator.

Being new fo the competition we had
to go through grading rounds before we
could proceed. We started with a few
good wins, piling on some big scores
and having no tries scored against us for
the whole of the first round. Whenever
possible we tried to throw the ball about
a bit, get everyone involved and enjoying
their rugby.

Round two of grading saw us up against
the top teams from the other third grade
pools. The competitive level noticeably
increased however we scored some hard
fought wins during this round. The team
was starting to play as a unit; Scotty had us
thinking about what we were doing, while

individuals were stepping up to match
our opponents. We had one draw in this
round against Dannevirke playing them
at Dannevirke but went through the rest
of the round unbeaten.

As it finished up we were well clear at
the top of the table, which earned us the
Lion Red Cup — the first time a Te Kawau
based side had ever won itl

We then learned the bad news. The other
Te Kawau team in this round (who we had
twice beaten) had finished in second spot,
also each club can have only one team
in each grade. Unfortunately for us it
was decided that the club would benefit
more from the other Te Kawau team being
promoted to the second grade.

Through the next round of games we
were once again in dominating form.
However, we then lost a few more players
to Timor for the second rotation including
our coach. This immediately before
our game against Bulls, who had been
relegated from the higher grade. Huge
support at the ground for both sides saw
Bulls just came out on top of a tough
match by two points.  Overall though
we finished top in this competition and
progressed into the semi-finals. Our semi
turned out to be a very hard fought game

against Oroua, which went to extra time
before we managed to come out on top.

The final was a big day for us. We were
up against Bulls again, the only team to
have beaten us all year. The game was
played at FMC Stadium in Palmerston
North, home of the Manawatu Turbos,
while both teams had a fantastic turn out
of crowd support. The game was again a
hard fought affair, with us having the wind
advantage in the first half and being ahead
9-8 at the break. The scores remained
the same until less than 10 minutes to
run when a try followed closely by a
penalty gave Bulls a 16-9 lead. Some
hard Ohakea forward drives and slick
back-line moves then saw us score an
unconverted try with 3 minutes to play;
16-14.  Although we pressed strongly
the referee blew fulltime following a Bulls
knock-on; once again we went down fo
Bulls by two points.

14 competition games, won 11, drew
1, lost 2, points for 379, points against
157.

Overall the Ohakea Club had a
successful and satisfying season, which
bodes especially well for the 2007
Interbase tournament and the 2008 rugby
season.
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UPS AND

ACRICHIE STAUNTON,
CAPTAIN

The 2007 Rugby season had its ups
and downs for the Base Auckland Senior
Two team.

On the down side we missed out on
a semi-final spot, which we probably
should’ve claimed. The table was
very tight all season; while we had
played consistently well and were very
competitive in most of our games we
unfortunately had some crucial losses at
bad times. On the up, we had a wave of
enthusiastic and promising young talent
emerge.

The 2007 team only had a handful of
players that were part of the champion
2006 team. In that regard, you could
understand if the new boys were tentative
at times, however that wasn’t the case
at all. Our blokes accepted every game
and every challenge with excitement and
got stuck in from the word GO! With the
average age of the team being around
21 and it being our first season together
they performed outstandingly against the

DOWNS

AUCKLAND RUGBY 2007 CLUB SEASON

seasoned war horses we encountered in
our opponents.

Several players displayed outstanding
form all season and deserve a mention.
Flanker AC Blake Morris showed great
heart and consistent commitment all
season. Fullback LAC Adam Wilson was
dangerous from everywhere and often
sparked some lethal counterattacks. After
a year off rugby, halfback AC Kieran
Wallbutton made his mark with some tidy
running and endless tackling.

Some memorable games for the team
were our upset 18-10 win over a 2nd
placed East Coast Bays team and our
wins over Kumeu; the 52-17 demolition
in the final game of round robin play
and the 30-12 thumping in the plate
final. Moments like this have certainly
encouraged the boys to come back next
year and push for a better placing.

All the boys would like to express their
appreciation to every supporter that was
able to come along and cheer us on.
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KIWI WARRIORS

THE RAF’S KIWI
WARRIORS

In May 1938, 22 year old Wairarapa-born
law student Alan Gawith and seventeen
other enthusiastic, adventurous and, some
might say, naive young men boarded the
SS Arawa in Wellington for a six-week
journey to Scotland’s Elementary Flying
Training School at Scone airfield. They
were there fo join the Royal Air Force (RAF),
become officers and to defend the British
Isles against the inevitable upcoming air
war.

Alan Gawith may have had second
thoughts about embarking on his epic
journey if he knew he would not refurn
to New Zealand for over seven nerve
wracking years. Even then he was among
the lucky ones. ‘As far as | could make out,
only about three of us arrived home after
the war. One or two stayed over there, but
the casualty rate was high,” he said.

At the end of the course, which they all
passed, Mr Gawith was posted to No.23
Squadron, a night fighter squadron based
at Wittering (100 miles north of London)
and had just converted to Blenheims. Most
people think of Blenheims as bombers but,
as Mr Gawith explains: ‘They [the RAF]
had no proper night fighter aircraft and
they wanted something with a bit more
range than a Hurricane. Spitfires — you
didn't see them in those days. They hadn’t
arrived on the scene. | had been trained
on single seaters and the Blenheim was
a twin-engined thing. [It was] a big hefty
medium bomber, converted to a night
fighter by sticking four extra Browning guns
in the pod underneath it.’

In England he met up with his ‘sweetheart
of years standing’ Elliot Wallace. Both
keen trampers they had met on the slopes
of Mt Taranaki. On 4 October 1939, a
month and a day after war with Germany
was declared Elliot and Alan were married.
The marriage and honeymoon were done
on a 48-hour leave pass.

Night fighting was dangerous business.
Mr Gawith tells the story of a night flight
to nearby Digby airfield that illustrates just

how close to dying he had come:
‘I'hadn’t long been back on regular
night flying when | was sent up to Digby
one evening to do a searchlight run, so
that the searchlights could practice. | was
going along quite happily and got to the
end of a run, doing a triangular course
then turned around and somehow got into
a screaming power dive from about 6,000
feet. My poor gunner was busy trying to
get out the back, but the slipstream was
too strong — | noticed 330 miles on the
clock, which wasn't quite the treatment for
a Blenheim. Bits flew off it and the cover
over my head flew off and all my maps
went. Eventually | looked out and saw the
horizon and managed to straighten up and
pull out of the dive at about 1500 feet, and

| wasn't sure whether | was the right way
up... fortunately | was the right way up.

‘Then | had to find my way back to base
without any maps or radio — the wireless
mast had gone as well. | couldn’t falk fo my
gunner even. But | had a rough idea which
way to go and knew that the flying training
school — Cranwell — was not too far from
my Base, so if | could find Cranwell...
Eventually | found it and starting from north
and just going a few degrees different each
time | found my Base — which was not lit
up — and landed.

Night fighters were not in the thick
of the battle of Britain mainly because
their equipment was so out of date and
inadequate. They flew night inferception
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patrols but with little effect. At the time
British airfields were under savage attack
when a lone German raider jettisoned
his bombs on London. The raid was the
excuse Churchill needed to switch to
dropping bombs on Berlin. The Germans
retaliated by switching their bombing to
cities instead of airfields. The change
in tactics gave Fighter Command just
enough breathing space to survive.

‘It was divine intervention I'd say. Fighter

In his citation for the Distinguished
Flying Cross (DFC) it says: ‘on other
occasions he’s carried out attacks on
aerodrome buildings, dropping his
bombs at a low altitude in the face of
heavy ground fire.’

The Squadron was meant to find the
airfield from which the bombers were
operating and try to shoot down the
bombers when they were coming home,
and if we couldn’t do that we were to drop

KIWI WARRIORS

we got married.’

In another anecdote he recalls landing
at an airfield that was not his Base to a
very hostile reception. He and his crew
were marched off and kept under armed
guard for some time until they were able
to telephone their CO who confirmed
their identity. It seems a few weeks earlier
the Base attracted a lost German bomber
crew who landed and ambled into the
crew room before, much to their surprise,

‘Bits flew off it and the cover over my head flew off and
all my maps went. Eventually | looked out and saw the

horizon and managed to straighten up and pull out of
the dive at about 1500 feet.’

Command got a few days just to fill up the
craters on the runways and rest. Whether
you were flying or working on the ground
—you were working around the clock and
had been for so long that exhaustion had
just about collapsed Fighter Command.
Another day or two and it would have
been all over,” Mr Gawith says.

While the night interceptors were largely
ineffective the Squadron played a major
role in taking the fight to the enemy
when, after December 1940, they began
intruder operations. “We went out over
the channel to find and patrol around
the enemy Bases when the bombers were
returning,’ said Mr Gawith.
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our bombs and cause a lot of trouble.

In intruder operations the most success |
had was something | knew nothing about.
| couldn’t find a target for my bombs but
dropped them on some lights well out
down the runway and went off home.
But the bombs upset the communications
system for the whole fighter wing and put
it out of action.

| didn't realise it quite at the time but it
was ferribly hard for my poor wife. She
nearly had a mental breakdown later on.
And | have realised since that she’d had a
terribly hard time of it all the way. | hadn't
had time to think about that — the service
always came first. That was the deal when

realising it was a British Base. They were
able to scurry back to their aircraft and
take off. Mr Gawith’s reception was
understandable in the context of jumpy
Base guards.

At the age of 91 Mr Gawith’s interview
with Air Force historian Bee Dawson
reveals a clear and, at times amusing,
account of the trials and tribulations of
a Kiwi airman flying for the RAF. There is
simply not enough room in this magazine
to carry the full text of the interview.
Instead the full interview is available on
the Air Force website for you to read or
download.
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NOTICES

FAREWELLS
BASE AUCKLAND

LAC N.T. JACKSON

CPLR.S. WILSON
Enlist: 09-04-96
Terminate: 30-09-07

BURNHAM LSV COY

CPL M.T. JOHNSON
Enlist: 11-01-95

Enlist: 28-05-01 METAL SHOP Terminate: 06-10-07
Terminate: 11-11-07 LSV
MSS BASE OHAKEA

CPL G.R. MCPHAIL
Enlist: 06-04-94 Enlist: 15-04-97
Terminate: 22-10-07 Terminate: 25-11-07
SCMS LSS

A/SGT K.M. MCMILLAN FLTLT R.H. WILLIAMS
Enlist: 11-01-00 Enlist: 14-01-97
Terminate: 08-10-07 Terminate: 18-01-08
MSW NO. 42 SQUADRON

SGT R.T. KERR
WELCOME

A warm (belated) welcome
goes out to SGT M.J.
SMITH who re-enlisted on
2 July 2007 and is working
at Base Woodbourne's
Logistics Squadron

UPGOMING EVENTS & REUNIONS

11th Boy Entrant Course Reunion WRNZAF REUNION

A 50th Anniversary reunion of the No.37 Recruit Course

11th Boy Entrant School Course May 1964

will be held in January, 2008 at All interested contact the following:
Woodbourne/ Blenheim. Please Jean (Nairn) Dix,

EO[\"/\TG'C'f JithcLSkVE | 11 Marshwood Place, Christchurch 8004.
“Mail: arthur hoskyn@clear.net.nz or Rebbecca (Pavala) Dower 31A Kashmir Avenue, Upper Hutt 5018

phone 06-8794457
Wiki Ward-Holmes m.v.adamson@xtra.co.nz
Colleen Towgood towgoods@ignin.co.nz

NO. 25 AIRMEN CADET SCHOOL INTAKE RANNERDALE GALA DAY
1068 & NO.7 CERT IN ENGINEERING 17 November 2007, 10.00am - 4.00pm, Rannerdale Fields, Suva

COURSE. Street, Upper Riccarton

P TRy — The Rannerdale Veterans Home and Hospital is dedicated to the
2008 care and welfare of veterans and their families within Canterbury,
Contact: Philip Blank West Coast and Nelson regions. To celebrate our 85th anniversary
phil@cbdnet.com.au and the 50th Jubilee on our site in Hansons Lane, Upper Riccarton,
the Rannerdale Trust Board is planning a Gala Day to be held on
Saturday 17 November 2007 on Rannerdale Fields, Suva Street,
Upper Riccarton - to which everyone is invited. With active and
static displays throughout the day including Army, Police, Search
& Rescue, Westpac Helicopter, Navy, Air Force, Territorials,
Naval Reserve, St John Ambulance, Red Cross, and Regimental
Associations, there will be a lively programme of community
interest and public entertainment. Entry to the Gala Day is free.
This is a community celebration to honour our war veterans and
to acknowledge and celebrate the support of the community.

MOTOR TRANSPORT & SEMS.
Personnel Reunion to be held at
New Plymouth Oct.31st- Nov.1&2
2008 Please register with Alex Dick
107 Alec Craig Way -Gulf Harbour
-Whangaparaoa 0930 along with
$10-00 as soon as possible.

AIRWOMEN'’S REUNION

An Airwomen’s Reunion is being organized in Wellington for late May/early June 2008.  All women

past and present are welcome to attend together with a guest.  Registration Packs will be sent out early
November when final dates and costings are confirmed.  In the meantime please register your interest with
Jan Roberts, 92 Weatherly Road, Torbay 0630, Auckland, telephone (09) 473-9680 or email Jan_Adrian.
Roberts@xtra.co.nz
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AVM Larry Siegert, a pilot who flew a Stirling
towing gliders in the D-Day landings,
dropped parachute troops at Arnhem and
later became Chief of Air Staff (CAS) in the
late 1970s, died in Lower Hutt Hospital on
September 17 aged 84.

AVM Siegert, then a FGOFF, won an
immediate Distinguished Flying Cross
in 1944 for getting his aircraft back to
England after it was hit by anti-aircraft
fire at low level over Amhem and then
attacked and further damaged by two
fighters, one of which was shot down by
AVM Siegert’s rear gunner. ‘By superb
handling of his aircraft, Siegert was able
to ward off the enemy and make a safe
return to Base,” his DFC citation said.

AVM Siegert took part in the critical
glider operations on D-Day, June 6,
1944, his 190 Squadron Stirling hauling
a giant glider that landed troops behind
the beach-head at Normandy.

Three months later he flew a number
of sorties in the disastrous campaign at
Arnhem in eastern Holland when British
forces tried and failed to seize bridges
over the Rhine, his aircraft among
those dropping parachute troops on the
opening day of the battle.

The day AVM Siegert won his DFC, on
September 21, RAF fighter escorts were
grounded by bad weather and 23 of the
117 Stirlings and Dakotas trying to drop
supplies to the beleaguered soldiers were
shot down. Another 38 were damaged.

AVM Siegert’s Stirling was chased by
several Focke Wulfs and after shooting
one down he managed to shake off the
others by a violent high-speed dive.

Apart from Normandy and Arnhem, AVM
Siegerttook partin many of 190 Squadron'’s
special operations over France, Holland,
Belgium and Norway.

AVM Siegert had a distinguished
post-war record.

LEFT: AVM Siegert in full uniform and RIGHT: AVM Bamfield, flanked by AIRCDRE Dick

Newlands pay their respects.

VALE TO FORMER CHIEF

For two years from 1945 he was
attached to British Overseas Airways
Corporation flying Dakotas to Cairo and
West Africa and in 1949 was attached
to 24 (Commonwealth) Squadron, RAF,
flying supplies to hungry Germans during
the Berlin airlift.

In 1953 he was in the RNZAF team that
flew a Hastings transport in the London-
Christchurch air race. For that he was
awarded an Air Force Cross. The following
year he captained the Queen’s aircraft
during the Royal Tour of New Zealand.

AVM Siegert was on the New Zealand
joint services team in Washington
1954-57, attended staff college in the
UK soon after and served in Singapore
as chief of staff of the ANZUK forces
stationed there. He also commanded No.
3 Squadron RNZAF in 1966.

His tour of duty in Singapore and service
as Deputy Chief of Air Staff in Wellington
was rewarded with a CBE in 1975.

He was promoted AYM and appointed
Chief of Air Staff in October 1976,
serving until 1979,

He was appointed a Companion of
the Order of the Bath in the New Year
Honours 1979.

AVM Cyril Laurence Siegert, CB, CBE,
MVO, DFC, AFC, was born in Fairlie on
March 14, 1923, and educated at St
Kevin 's College, Oamaru. He enlisted
in the RNZAF in March 1942, a few days
short of his 19th birthday.

His wife died before him but he is
survived by two daughters and two sons.

AVM Siegert was given full military
honours including a guard of honour,
gun salute. The Last Post was played by
a lone bugler. His funeral was held at
a packed St Peter and Paul’s Catholic
Church in Lower Hutt.

An interview with AVYM Siegert, conducted
by historian Bee Dawson in 2005, is
available on the Air Force’s web site.

MORE ON THE BAND OF BROTHERS

Former No.30 Squadron member Mr Ray Alexander has added a few
details to the Band of Brothers article in the July 2007 issue.

In December 2007 Mrs Wakelin (o widow of a former No. 30
Squadron member) advised Eric Kelly, former President of the Taradale

and District RSA, of the memorial’s re-location to the main entrance
in order to allow for modernisation, which had taken place earlier
that year. Eric visited the airport and the saga began.

Eric wrote to Gisborne Airport Manager, Mr Murray Bell, expressing
concern about the re-location and the new wall’s sub-standard finish
of. Mrs Wakelin also approached the Airport Authorities and Mr Bell.
They were extremely helpful and offered to assist.
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Mr Alexander took several photos of the re-located memorial and
did a mock-up in PhotoShop adding stone tiles and an RNZAF Crest.
The Airport authorities assisted by rough casting the block work,
painting it and installing the RNZAF plaque at a cost of $1000.
The total cost of the upgrade was about $4,000 which came from
a Trust Fund of the former No 30 Squadron members.

On Sunday 3 June 2007 the Dedication took place, with
assistance from No. 14 City of Gisborne ATC Squadron.

In August 2007 Eric Kelly had another brass plagque made, at a cost
of $500, to add the finishing touch. The funding for this came from
ex-Squadron members. The plague has yet to be installed.
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50 years
5“!;“?!,5“' of the RNZAF
in Antarctica

The RNZAF has been meeting
the challenge of working in
Antarctica for 50 years.

% Find out how difficnf i i to lond an aircraft on
an ice ronway, and wial can go wrong

% Leamn abowt raversing the ice continent Io reach
the South Pole and kesping warm in -50 degrees

% Leom of the adventures, risks and feats of
supporting Andarctic explorasion

COME AND CHECK IT OUT!

. Air Force
e Havard A, Wegam, Gt Museum
www. airforcemuseum. co.nz Much more than o Bydag visit

-
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